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31 reER ANN. iN ADVANCE. | 


in the ‘Tniversalist Magazine of July 20, we have an ac- 
vunt of the excommunication of Mrs. HANNAH Parnk- 


ers, from the commanion of the church in Dunstable, 
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ter of the Church, and Miss Puffer’s reply. 
In their letter of admonition they say; 


“ The brethren and sisters of this church feel grieved 
on account of your embracivg the doctrine of Cnowersed 


' " ‘ . ¢ o ar » vr 2 > » vate : 
lass. “ for no other ¢ ause, than her sincere and honest ' Hesloration. Ibis, you well know, we do not consider a 
belief of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. Thies wo- |sentiment of the Bible, but directly repugnant to its teach- 


‘ ot ao8 
nan is acknowledged to be an ornament to society, being | 


ings. Phough it is not our province to deprive any one 
of the privilege of thinking on any point ; yet we consides 


— - 7 A és P a ws wis ie 4 on he 7 ‘ . . j 
Aacharacter most amiable and virtuous ;” and also the | jt oyp duty to withdraw the hand of fellowship from those 
(ter of the church to her, with her anewer.—We should | who embrace sentiments, which as we conceive, are ad 


have Leen pleased to present them to our readers, but 


wer extreme lenge ds: prevent Wt. The followimg extracts | 
E 


re from her Reply to the Church’s Committee. 

“The fact is, it is uttérly impossible to prove one of 
those articles by any Scripture testimony, unless you al- 
jow yourselves a latitude which could not be admitted in 
ihe exposition of any other writing which should come 
within the pale of jurisprudence. Ji what I here state be 
u fact, and | pledge myself for its maintenance, how must 
the chuich in Dunstable appear in the face of the wortd, 

o say wothing of their appearance at the judgment-seat of 
‘lim who walketh among the golden candle-sticks, when 
t shali be published to the world, that you have censured 
a lonely, disconsolate widow, and debarred her from the 
sacred communion for no other reason, than for not believ- 
ing that those for whom the Saviour died, will by Him be 
entenced toendiess, unmercifu! punishnient ;—and for be- 
heving, what the Scriptures declare, that the living God 
asthe ‘ Saviour of all men ;? when at the same time the 
church bas not incorporated in their profession of taitha 
siogie article which is to be found in the Scriptures :”? 

‘* You will permit me, brethren, to remind you of an 
absurdity, which must excite pity ior the ignorance which 

smaniiested in your proceedings. You censure me be- 
cause I do oot beheve in the last article of your profession 
of faith, which states toat the future felicity of the righteous 
will be for the sake of the righteousness of Christ alone, 
and yet you say in your admonition, * The word of God 
ils you, that you and all mankind must one day give an 
ccount at the judgment-seat of Christ, and be happy or 
‘izerable to all eternity according to the deeds done, and 
the characters formed in this life? And in order to have 
Cus absurdity complete, it seems as if you carefully selec- 
cd the passage in Matt. 25th, where the whole reason 
which is rendered why the righteous were received to life, 
and the wicked sent into punishment is, because the former 
had administered to the wants of Christ’s disciples, and the 
fatter had wot. brethren, if this judgment relates to the 
vternal, endless stafe, can you invent a greater contradic- 
toa to it than the Jast article of your contession, which says 
that the felicity of the righteous is for the sake of ihe right- 
‘cusess OF Christ alone? According to such absurdity, 
the passage in Matthew would read differently, and suy— 

lepart ye cursed, &c. for | was an hungered, &e. and ye 
e.ve meno meat; and on the other hand, come ye bles. 
id, Xc. for Lam righteous in your room and stead ! ” 


ite ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION..£9 


A Miss Prudence Puffer, has been excommunicated 


‘rom the Baptist church in Townshend, Vermont, for be- 


“INT i Diss, FY cet cites snail . 7 ‘ ’ : 
ing in the Univerea! love of Gad. The Christian Re 


verse to the gospel. ‘ihis wehope, however, wall aot be 
ithe case with regard4e gourteli.. We remefhber the cea- 
sons when we have taken swect council togewiet, oc we 
earnestly desire that those scasons may soon retarn. Our 
hearts are pained at the idea of losing you.” 
Her Reply to the Church. 

Brethren. , 

Our Saviour taught his disciples to forgive .ali who 
trespass agaiust them, and is not this a maxiin of general 
application? If not, | would ca!) op you to prove it from 
the words of the Bible. Now, brethien, | do believe it a 
true sentiment of that Book ; and if | depart from whatt 
believe, it would be yielding a privilege that | think my 
brethren ought not to demand. Believing that God will 
reconcile the world to bimself in his own due time, | have 
a hope that {1 can by no means give up, not only for myself 
but for all my fellow beings O, my dear brothers and sis- 
ters, did | not view your admonition as a matter of much 
concern, | should have been silent on this occasion. ‘this 





I learn from your letter, that it is my belief, that occasions 
jyou to withdraw from me the hand of fellowship. Ii mine 
is not the sentiment of the Bible, ] would now invite you 
) who are learned to convince me. The plan of the final 
| restitution of all things, according as the word of God reads 
jto me, | view to be strictly a sentiment of the Bible. We 
hare God's by Creation, by preservation, and by redemp- 
tion. The Son of God came into the world to seek ahd to 
save that which waslost. For whom did he suifer? My 
brethren and sisters, search for yourselves. As inthe first 
Adam all died, so} think in Christ, the second Adam, all 
will be made alive. ‘Che apostle says, God hes concluded 
all in unbelief that he might have mercy upon all. Can 
this, my brethren. meana part? The testimony of Christ 
is, Ali power is given unto me, in heaven and m earth ; 
and of all that the Father had given him he should lose 
nothing, but will raise it up atthe lastday. My brethren, 
are these things so, and we yet unbelieving ? But this 1 
view to be the case ; Gods law is so holy, aud the welfare 
of souls of such infinite importance that] canuot give up my 
faith. Tt, with these sentiments, you cannot receive me 
as a sister, permit me tocome as a hearer, and | ask no 
more. J hope | shallever remember to walk with Christ, 
and consider you to be brethren. Let us love one another, 
pray for each other, and fora lost world.” 


Extract from the Letter of Excommunication. 


“ The Church have unanimously voted to withdraw the 
hand of fellowsbip from you ; and we consider you as no 
longer a member of this church. ‘This we have done, not 
out of envy, for we wish it might never have had to take 
place. Our hearts are pained ; we feel for you, and we 
earnestly desire that you would examine yourself. . Exa- 
mine the sentiments that you bave embraced ; and our 
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: earnest prayer is that God will lead vou into truth, per. In the mean time, arapid decline of heck 
2 and grant vo the teachings of his Spirit. ‘soon numbered him with the ter ants of the toicb 


t ** Signed by order, and in behalf ot the ehurch.!He was interred under the auspices of the res- 
‘ * Bengamin lL. Lane.’ jpectable Congregational society in Clinton. Soon 
i) It appears evident that this Baptist Church, in Towns- after, at was generally reported that the deceus: a 
had on his death bed solemnly abjured his hopes 
jo! Universal recon thation, in bitter agony, and 
with burning tears of pemitence, had warned aod 
pelerser his family and friends to avoid the 
in Christ, and that “every knee should bow, of things in} cilia aii taias f that iblaabinn docteine. au 

Carthy tA olly made many concessions, and acknowledge- 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory | nents, to his brother Dr. E. Judd, for his neglect 
of God the Father.” This is also the case with Mrs./of duty and abandonment of the truth, imploring 
Parkhurst, of Dunstable. —Against neither of those ladies| his tera:rveness, and his prayers that he micht be 


hend, had no other cause of complaint against Miss Putler, 
than that she believed, that God would in the dispensa- 


tion of the fulness of times gather together in one all things 


heaven, and things on earth, and things under the 





js an accusation brought for immoral conduct, or any open; restore d to the divine favor by forsaking the doc- 
or flagrant violation of any Jaw of moral rectitude. They ; Urine ot Universal Salvation. 





; are ladies of unblemished character—their only sin is be-| urtosity, yang. love of truth, a 
*y ‘ ‘ . ” oe q sy »* > 
i lieving that the offspring of God, the children of one heav- ithe ingury of Mra. Judd, retict of the deceased, 


niy Parent, will be saved from sin and enjoy the blessings 
of eternity through the mercies of their God. 
The editor of the Christian Repository has the following 


remarks, on the proceedings of the church, against 5 


liss 
Puffer. 
REMARKS. 

‘* We publish the foregoing excommunication, 
as an additional testimony of that ecclesiastical do 
mination, which has reigned for ages. Tlow long 
shall sincere Christians be arraigned at hamat 
tribunals, and condemned for exercising the rights 
of conscience ? for proving all things and hoiding 
fasi that which is good’? We may ever expect 
the Christian church will be cut into parties, till 
men. in reading the Scriptures, are allowed to 


: judge tor themselves, In none of the instances 
% of .xcommunication which we have heretofure 























noticed, has there been an accusation of an un- 
christian walk ; bot the members, in other res 

pects worthy, even in the estimation of the chur 

ches to which they belonged, were cut off for be. 
lieving Jesus to be, emphatically, the Saviour of 
the world. Those who are called to suffer in 
Cansequence of being cast out for this faith. should 
remember. that this is not a new thing under the 
sun. They were formerly cast out of the sy na- 
gogue, and now out of the church.” 

ERED TEE 2ST NF TTY REL 


COMMUNICATIONS. 











FOR THE INQUIRER. 
TO THF EDITOR OF THE ** INQUIRER.” 


Oneida county, N. Y.—A Mr. Judd. an aged gen- 
tleman, with his companion, was favorably dis- 
posed to the doctrine of universal purity and hap- 
piness, and when convenient, generally attended 
public worship with Universalists.—Indeed, Mr. 
J. had suggested to a member of that communion, 
his intention of connecting himself with the church 
at an approaching celebration ef the Lord’ 


a 
~ 


Sup- 


whether -* these things were so.”” She stated ia 
presence of many witnesses—That she constantly 
attended the deceased during bis last ilness.— 
That bis faith, as far as she could ascertain, re- 
mained unshaken in the universal goodness and 
erace of God.—That he never renounced the 
same, nor warned any one agamst it, either di- 
rectly or by inpheation, to her knowledye.— That 
when Dr. Jud’, (with whom the report is suppos- 
ed to have origmated.) visited his brother, ber 
Inte husband, she feels assured that she was not 
out of the room a sufficient time for any important 
conversation to pass, and certainly not long enongh 
for a formal recantation, and admonition.—'T pat 
she views such report as totally destitute of truth, 
designed for the reproach of the profession, and 
doctrine of Universal Salvation ; and an unwar- 
rentable violation of Christian charity, im distarb- 
ing the ashes of the dead—opening afresh the 
wounds of a widow's heart, and adding gall to the 
cup of woe. 

Having Mrs. Judd’s permission to present the 
above to the public, it is offered without com. 
ment. S. R. SMITH. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 





Mr. Editor, 

| The enemies of Universal Benevolence 
appear to be very much engaged of late, in hunt- 
ing up changes that take place in the minds of per- 
'sons on the sick bed, as evidence of the incorrect- 
iness of that doctrine of grace, which bringeth «al- 
vation to all men. It seems, by the Gospel Her- 
ald, that these labors are presented to the public 


The following curious circumstance has jin a pamphlet containing the account of the con- 
recently transpired, in the vicinity of Clinton, ! version ot two Universalists, who, on the bed ol 


death, found that this “ doctrine would do to live 
hy, but not to die by.”—-This pamphlet I have 
not seen, and therefore am at a loss to determine 
whether the instance noticed in the Herald of Au- 
gust 10th, of the conversion of a Mr. Rice is one 
of those mentioned in the pamphlet, or whether 
we are to consider it as an additional triumph t 
ithe believers in endless misery. 
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The enemies of Universal Salvation seem to be preference to the testimony of the prophets, of 
driven to their last fortress, and the only hope left Christ himself, or of his apostles? Li this sheuld 
them of proving the doctrine false, is by deathbed be allowed, 1 apprebend the Universalists would 
conversions. Surely, if the Scriptures furnished have the greatest weight of testimony. Numbers 
them with proof of the falsity of the doctrine of have renounced the horrid doctrine of endless 
Cniversal Salvation, they would bring forward misery, in which they had been educated from 
she divine testimony in preference to those re- early infancy, and have finished their course in 
cantations. [ think that Universalists have much the folltriamph of Faith, that God would in the 
to encourage them, to steadfastness in the faith of dispensation of the fulness of times gather togeth- 
God’s universal goodness. Beholding their ene- er in One, hig dependent offspring ; and make 
mies quitting the ground, of rational or Scripto- them hay py for ever in the fulness of redeeming 
ral argument, and retiring behind the rampart of love. What can enable man to meet the pangs of 
weakness, raised up by ignorant minds; they death, a separation from all he holds dear on earth 
must feel strong in the tenth, and in the power of, with resignation to the divine will, if the belief, 
that faith, which defies all the attacks of its ene-|thatdeath is but the gate to endless joys, and that 
mies, being supported by the whole testimony of the separation is bet for a few days, when an hap- 
God's word. py meeting, free from all sorrow, will sacceed, 
Notwithstanding the account of the conversion! will not produce this reconciliation ? 
if Mr. Rice, abovementioned, comes withthe au-, If the beltef in a certain system of doctrine giv- 
thority of names vouching for its correctness, yet ing support in death, is to be the evidence of the 
there is something in the statement which creates ‘truth of that sentiment, What sentiment was there, 
Joubts in the mind as to the certainty of Mr. R. ever so absurd, that will not be proved true ?— 
being in reality a Universalist. It 1s not every It is in vain for us to inveigh against heathen su- 
person that has formed a favorable opinion of Uni. | perstition, or Mahometan’s absurdity. The 








versalism, that is a Universalist. i have not the 
jeast doubt but there are many, who have thought. 
vavorably of the sentiment, that is to say, have} 


ziven it the preference to any other, and have 
‘onversed on the subject, or have attended on 
that kind of preaching ; who, nevertheless, have 
very limited views on the subject, and who have 
not that well grounded nope which is as an anchor 
of the Soul, both sure and steadfast. 

Sach persons, ina time of sickness, and on the 
approach of death, having two or three zealous 
clergymen around their bed side who have an in- 
‘erest in their recantation, not that they care so 
mach abont their souls, as they do the supportiag 
of their peculiar sentiments, who are assisted in 
their exertions by the tears and entreaties of half 
a dozen women—perhaps a mother, or sisters—- 
whose tears have a great effect on a person weak- 
ened by sickness ; these united labors, if the mind 
:s not well supported by a knowledge of the love 
of God, may, and ofien do have the desired efiect. 

If Mr Rice had in reality been a Universalist, 
and professed that hope which 1s built upon that 
promise of God which ts confirmed by an oata, be 


would never have renounced the sentiment. If 


he could not fee} safe in the possession of the hope 
of eternal life, through the mercy and goodness 
of God revealed in Christ Jesus, in what, we may 
ask, will he find safety? T’o what shall the mind 
be directed, if not to the mercy of our heavenly 
Father ? If there is any thing else which can 
yield greater safety, and security, it would be 
well to know it. 

But are the particular feelings, or views of a 
person on the bed of death, to be the criterion by 
which systems of doctrine are to be-tested ? Are 
the feelings of a person emaciated in body and 
mind by long distressing sickness, to be taken in 


followers of Mahomet die, commending themselves 
to the care and mediation of their Prophet, and 
in hopes of allthe enjoyments of the paradise 
which he has promised them. The worshippers 
of Juggernaut, willingly throw themselves un- 
der the wheels of the ponderous car, which holds 
their God, and suffer themselves to be crushed 
to death in full hope of eternal blessedness. The 
Hindoo Widow cheerfully mounts the funeral 
pile of her deceased husband, and immolates her- 
self, persuaded that the flame will waft her spirit 
to meet that of her departed husband in a better 
world. In short, there never has been any sen- 
timent, however absurd, but bas supported its fol- 
lowers in the hour of death. 

lt will be useless tosay, that aperson must 
be strangely blinded by fanaticism, and very ig- 
norant indeed, to receive consolation from such 
absurd opinions as are believed by the followers 
of Mahomet, Juggernaut, &c. If the belief of » 
person, however absurd, opens to him an abun- 
dant source of consolation and support in death, 





TRUTH can be, derived from the same source.— 
Destroy, then, the evidence, on the ground ot 
ignorance and fanaticism, and all support for the 
truth of doctrine, on this consideration vanishes. 
if one ignorant man may be deluded and led away 
into the belief of One absurd sentiment, another 
man may be deluded into another sentiment equal- 
ly absurd. And we must believe that man to be 
both ignorant and deluded, who, having but a mo 
ment of life before him, becomes afraid to trast 
himself to the disposal ofa kind and merciful Cre. 
ator ; and renouncing the hope of eternal salva- 
tion through the loving kindness of God, takes 
shelter for his departing spirit under the be- 
lief mm eternal wrath, and strives to find safety 





the evidence is as genuine as any evidence of 
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f and consola‘ion in death, in the beliet of inaen- | 
‘ 

MINABLE WOE. | 
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} FOR THE INQUIRI 

+ 7h ya 

‘ ce a —" ese kcal 
i ; A concise view of the Seventh Article of belus 
* ‘4 . by 

y adopted by th: First Church in Hartford. 

The sabject of the following remarks ts found | 
iy ina pamphiet lately published in this city. [tis 
| entitled “ A brief summary of Christian Lortrine, 
' 


s 


~ 


power is transferzed from the bands of men, ti 


INQUIREn. 
by the Father. 
are 
tyet denying the efficacy thereot. 


It is virtually saying, that mex 
possessed of the power to act, or not to act, 


fn the first clause, man is possessed ofthe power 
of gaining his salvation ; in the last clause, the 
God. Again—though we said, and now repeat it, 
that this article, considered asa whole, has no de- 
finite meaning ; yet it wasnot written without be- 
ing intended to convey some idea, ang that not a 
newone. The Sth Art. together with the mean- 


and a form of covenant, adoptec 


bv the Firstling that may be gathered by conjecture, and the 


(Presbyterian ) Church in Hartford, Jnly 29th. {context from the latter clause of this, constitntes 
1822, and publicly read, on the admiszion of mem- | the old Protean doctrine of everlasting election 





bers.”’. In this view, the attention of the reader 
will be more particularly directed to the Seventh! 
Article of behef. We also intend io pass short) 
strictures upon some other Articles. | 
Article VIf. ‘ We. believe that men may ac- | 
cept the offers of salvation freely made to them in 
the gospel; bat that noone will do ihis, except 
he be drawn by the Father.’”’ This article con- 
tains an idea wonderiully mysterions—man mn 
accept of the gospel, yet he cannot unless he ts 
acted upon, by some other being. It is an idea so 
mysterious, that none can comprehend it, except 
those who are possessed of spiritual eyes. Man- 
kind can afix no meaning to this article, till they 
come within the pale oftne Church. Then, and 
not til then, can they discover the meaning of 
that, to which they have declared their assent. 
What! yield your assent to that, whose meaning 
you cannot comprehend ! Itis an absurdity to be-| 
lieve a thing without some evidence; but to be- 
lieve an article, to which no definite meaning can 
be affixed, is animpossibility. Men declare their 
belief of this article, not because they have any 

























reasonable ; for to eyes that are not annointed 
with the spiritual pride of Calvinism, or blinded 
by religious superstition, it appears a contradic- 
tion interme. It men may accept of the offers 
of salvation made to them in the gospel, it is in 
their power to receive or reject them; they can 
accept of them, without being effected or acted 
upon by exterval agency ; yei inthe latter clause 
we are told that men well not accept, except they 
be drawn by God. To illustrate this article, | 
will make use of a comparison. Suppose a num- 
ber of men were contined in prison, (a subject 
often used by Limitarians in making comparisons, 
and that the magistrate should send to them and 
tell them, that *‘ they may get out of prison by 


none will believe, except they are compelled by 
external force.” They would either think tbat 
the magistrate was beside himself, or the query 
would naturally arise-—why will not, or cannot 
every one that has adesire to be freed from pris 
on believe? It is a manifest absurdity to say, 
that men may accept of the offers of salvation, 
but that no one wz/? do this, except he be drawn 


proof of its truth, or correctness ; not because it is: 


believing certain matters, thus and so; but that} 


and reprobation. But the 7th Art. is ushered in 
with—* We believe that men accept the o: 
made to themin the gospel, 


fers of salvation 


for the purpose of rendering the remaining 
clause more plaustble. But it soon degenerates 
into the old doctrine of election which has for 


been imposed npon the minds of men, and ts now 
endeavored to be crowded upon them in another 
form. Inthisand the 8th Art. we may behold 
Calvinism, wiih its enormous appendage, the doc- 
trine of etcrnal election, im miniature. Again— 
inthe 8th Art. we read as follows—‘* We believe 
that those who are iinally saved, will owe then 
salvation to the mere sovereign merey of God 
Christ Jesus, through repentance and tatthin him, 
and not to any works of righteousness which they 
have done.” How will Calvinists reconcile thr: 
article with the 4th and 1ith. The 4th fp! 

lows—* We believe that men are immortal an: 
accountable ; that the law of God is perfect, and 
his government just and good,’ &c. ‘The 11th t 
—‘: We believe that all men must hereafter ap 

pear before the judgment seat of Christ, to receive 

ajost and final retribution according to the deeds 
done in the body, and that the wicked will be sent 
away into everlasting punishment, and the right 

eous received into life eternal.’’ In the tth, men 
are not saved by any works of righteousness ; ye! 
in the 11th they receive a just and tinal retribu- 
tion according to the deeds done in the body. 
Now if a person who has performed works of 
irighteousness does not happen to receive saiva- 
tion by the sovereign mercy of God, his claim to 
salvation by a just and final retribution, is directly 
opposed to his suffering the torments of hell, i.e. 
one claim militates against the other ; and it may 
occasion some difficulty to determine which claim, 
Ricuteousness or Grace, shall possess the supe 

riority. We presume no objection can be made 
to this method of reasoning ; for it is evident that 
works of righteousness may be performed by un- 
regenerate persons, otherwise the latter clause ot 
the Sth Art. would not have been inserted. In- 
deed, nothing is said, that we may distinguish for 
what men are accountable, in Art. 4th, whethe: 
works of righteousness are deeds done in the bo: 
dy, or not, but we presame they are, else, we a7 
involyed in a two-fold mystery. 


eas 
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We hope that Calvinists will not be offended at 
che freedom with which these remarks have been 
made. We shall be very happy to see a recon- 
ethation of these apparent contradictions, but we 
are assured that they cannot reconcile them.— 
One part of Calvinistic incomprehensibility crum- 
ble: away with another, and ere long the time 
willcome when the immense fabric erected by 
fohn Calvin. and his followers, will be prostrate 
with the ground. We write this uninspired pro- 
phecy by reasoning from analogy, for when the 
main beam ina bnilding rots and falls to the 
ground, the builaing itselfsoon follows ; and when 
the main tenets of a docirine are rejected, the re- 
mainder falls, 72 toto. We do not by any means 
say, that the doctrine of unconditional election, is 
not found in these articles of belief. It is foand, 
but in a different dress ; andit seoms that Cal- 
vinusts having despaired of imposing any longer 
their favorite tenet, in the old form of words, 
apon the minds of men, are now trying its suc- 
‘essin another; and it must be evident to every 
reflecting mind, that the doctrine of election 
in its new dress, will be attended with the same 
‘aevess as inthe old. Men ave, at the present 
cay, too much enlightened, to be deceiyed by 
mere torms of words, 

Pye Inpreenpent Examiner. 


nee 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Of Cie exp! ication of the Scriptures. 
(No. 11. Continued from page 165.) 





aes 





mer. ‘These systems of mythology had their de- 
mi-gods and goddesses ; so has the mother church 
its male and female saints, which are objects of 
divine worship. The former had their deos tute. 
lares, and the latter have theiv tutelar saints.— 
With the Pagans, the observance of times and 
seasons, formed a considerable part of their relt- 
gion; they had their dies fastos et nefustos, their 
fasts and feasts, their days of sacrifices ;—the Pa- 
pists also, have their religions festivals and days 
of fasting. Their carnivals in licentionsness, 
lewduess, and disorder of every kind, far surpass 
the bacchanalia of the anctents. Many of the reli. 
gious holydays in the Romish Church were adopt- 
‘ed from the Pagans. Chandlemas-day, when all 
the houses must be illuminated, and every per- 
son must appear in the streets with a taper in his 
hand, was borrowed from a heathen ceremony in 
honor of the mother of Mars. 

The Pagans dedicated their temples to dead 
men, whom they had deified ; the Papists dedica- 
ted theirs fo saints. The Pagan systems of my- 
thology had their different orders and ranks of 
priests ; so have those calling themselves Chris- 
tians.—-The temples of the Pagans were consid 
ered as sacred, and none but the priests permit- 
ted to enter them; and inthe Komish church 
none but the priesthood are permitted to come 
within the rails of the altar.—The former were 
asylums to criminals ; so are the latter; in the 
Pagan system, a criminal who came in sight of the 
holy or vestal virgins, was immediately pardon- 





We have shown that the practice of allegorizing|ed ; this power has been extended by the Papist 
ae Scriptures, and the mysterious doctrine of the priests, who bave assumed not only the power of 


Trinity, were of Pagan origin, and incorporated 
nto Christianity by the early Christian philoso- 
phers. Wemight pursue this inguiry and demon. 


strate that most of the dogmas, which pass for|to their character, and inspire the multitude with® yi 
awe and reverence ; the Romish and other Chris- @ 
The former worea Qe 


Christian faith, and the greater part of the forms 
and ceremonies of the Romish Church sprung 
irom the same source. 

The Platonizing Christian writers borrowed 
the notions of that subtle philosophy upon other 
subjects, as ell as the Trinity. The doctrine as 
to the condition of souls, after death, maintained 


pardoning crimes, however heinous, but of grant- 
ing indulgences to sin. —The heathen priests had 
their peculiar dress, calculated to give a sanctit 


tian priests, have the same. 
white robe, or garment, when they approached 
the altar, as an emblem of innocence ; the Romish 
priest wears a white surplice. ‘Those who were 
initiated in the heathen mysteries, were compel- 
led by the priests to confess all the secrets of their 


by the Romish Church, has a prototype in the! past lives ; in imitation of which, the priesthood 


system of that heathen philosopher. He divided 
the souls of men, after death into three classes ; 
the good, the corrigibly bad, and the incorrigibly 
bad. ‘The condition of the first and last classes 


of the Latin church established that abominable 





| practice of confession of sins, which gave the cler. 


gy an almost unlimited power over their deluded 
followers, by letting them into the possession ot 


were tixed, one in a state of happiness. the other| not only of all their secret sins, but even of thei 


ina state of suffering ; but the other class were in 
a state of discipline and punishment, and might be 
reclaimed to virtue, and consequently to happi- 
ness. ‘This was the source from whence sprung 
the heaven, hell, and purgatory of the Romish 
Church. 

The Grecian and Roman mythology, and still 
more the Oriental, had their mysteries and their 
unmeaning and superstitious rites and ceremo 
nies : so has the motherchurch of Christiane, and 


very thoughts —The Pagan priests turned about 
to the East, and bowed ; the Catholic priests do 
the same ; the former partook of the victims of 
fered in sacrifice, after their sangutnary gods had 
been served, and the latter consume the conse- 
crated wine and bread, whilst they matntain that 
it is profanation, for any but communicants to 
touch the sacred symbols. 

The heathen temples were built in dark reces. 
ses, near grottes. or caverns, surrounded with 
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disr sm: nal and gloomy objects and frightful sounds, 
inspire their votaries with awe and religious “does 
ror; the Popish priests had their churches con- 
structed in a dark and dismal manner, with win- 
dows calculated to let in a glimmering and false 
light, and so arched as to give to the voice a hol- 
low and shrill sound, all of which was intended to 
work upon the fears and imagination, and prepare 
the mind for superstitions thoughts and impres- 
sions. 

In comparing Rome Pagan, with Rome Chris- 
tian, a distinguished writer observes ; ** The old 
fomans had different orders of priests, with differ- 
ent and distinct offices and revenues ; the high- 
priest, the luperci, the augurs, the pontificies, 
the flamines. sali, feciales, the duumyiri, the keep- 
ers of the Sybilline books, &c. ; the present lo- 
mans have a Pope, cardinals, dominicans, francis- 
cans, Jesuits, carmelites, benedictines, carthu- 
sians, capuchins, cistercains, observantines, avgus- 
tines, servites,&e. In imitation also, of the ves- 
tal virgins in old home, they have founded sever- 
al orders of nuas, who take a vow of chastity, for 
the breach of which, they are immured, as the 
otbers were burned alive ; and as they hada right 
to deliver from the hand of justice any maletac- 
tor whom they casually met im their walks, so the 
present Romish priests claim and exercise an 
equal nght to protect all criminals who can fly to 
them tor protection, which is borrowed from the 
old itoman asylums.” 

We might pursue this eubject much farther, and 
show in numerous other particulars, the corrup- 
tion of Christianity, and the similarity of the sys- 
tems of faith, the forms of worship, and religious 


ceremonies, denominated Christian, to those of 


neathenism and idolatry. But what have been 
noticed, are perhaps souflicient.—The difference 
between Rome Pagan and Rome Christian, for 
centuries, was little more than in name, except, 

at the latter system was more absurd and con- 


INQU IER. 








vigneiniiit effect ; hence advantage i is taken of this 
susceptibility of feeling. 

When those, who have led them captive, wish 
to carry any point, to obtain a present, or to be 
helped through difficulties or grievances, instead 
of going to those, to whom they ought to go, 10 an 
open and manly way, the tale of sorrow and griet 
is carried to the female ear, and their sympathy is 
excited intheir favor  Itis a fact acknowledged 
in the Missionary Reports, that the largest por 
tion of money obtained for Missionary purposes, 
the education of picus young men for the minis 
try, &c. has been obtained from females ; and if 
we look into the records of the different Bible 
Societies, we shall find certain sums of money 
siven by ladies of different societies to make thei 
ministers members of Bible Societies tor life. In 
a word, the greater part of the relictous societies 
for obtaining money, ts composed of females, and 
such is the influence that is held over their minds. 
that jadies, as committees for this or that society — 
or for this or that religious purpose—are kept 
continually travelling the streets on begging ex 
peditions. 

There is another property in the female char- 
acter, of which undue advantage tstaken. That 
is, their prejudices, which when brought into ex 
ercise for, or against a person, Opinion, or senti- 
ment, are almost invincible. For, as their pre- 
jadices in favor of any person or thing, prodaces 
unremitted perseverance to perform and do ali in 
their power, so, on the other hand, when their 
feclings of dislike, contempt or hatred, are excited 
against any particular sentiment, they are equally 
powerful and strong ; and when these prejndices 
are nourished by the idea, that the honor of God, 
the canse of religion, their own eternal welfare, 
the safety of a husband or brother, or the salva- 
tion of their children, require an opposition to- 
ward those sentiments or doctrines, or towards 
those who believe or preach them, they are urged 


‘radictory in its dogmas ; more complex in its|on by their feelings, to acts of incivility and vio- 


structure 
breaking down all the landmarks between virtue 
and vice ; more cruel and persecuting in its ©pir- 
it; more "extens sive in its influence upon society ; 


and that it gave to the elergy, a degree of power 


more corrupt and contaminating— 


lence, contrary to that meekness and modesty 
which is the ornament of the sex, and in direct 
violation of all the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion. The crafty man, whose pititul tale aud 
cunning craftiness, has set the whole in motion, 


and authority over human affirs, which was|endeavora to keep out of sight,—and strives to 


wholly unknown to the Pagan priests of antignity. 
TRENCHARD. 


screen himself from blame, by pretendinebe is 
consc’entiously constrained to comply with the 


FI rE = | 1 )S Of bis friends, and to conform to their pi- 


Keliqgous Gnguirer. 





ous feelings, when those very feelings have been 
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secretly produced by himself. 
As false teachers are abroad in the world, it is 





7 of t ts sort are they which c reep into house $, 


OK, 
and he captiy e sully women, luden with sins. 
2 Tim. it. 6. 
fConeluded from page 159 } 
From that tenderness which is the property o 


the duty of every man who feels an interest in the 
canse of truth to ascertain for himself who they 
are, and to discard them and their doctrines. ‘Lhe 
\postle has informed vs of the method pursued 
by tilse teachers, to make proselvtes. ‘* They 
itcreep into houses,’—and lead women captive. 


tale of sorrow} Those who do this, can be easily known. ‘The 





the female part of community, a 
and afiliction, of wretchedness an? suffering, has 





4 (Saviour describing false teachers, observes—they 


©, 
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‘come ‘to “you in sheep’ 3 clothing, but wate town to om, to relate. 


they are ravening wolves. 
shall know them.” 
to kill and destroy, to feast and glut himself on the 
blood of the victim. 

tO RAVENING wolves. 


the pretence of making people religious, the peace | 
and happiness of individuals and families are des- 
iroyed, aspirit of enmity and ill will excited among’ 
members of the same parish or society, and we’! 
should also discover a voracious disposition to 
grasp all power over, and control of men’s faith, 
minds, aud consciences, and an avaricious desire 
to possess all reverence, respect, honor and pro- 
perty. A disposition which cannot be satisfied 
any more than the ravening wolf. 

There ts another trait in the character of false 
teachers, given usin the Scriptures. ‘ And by 
feigned words make merchandise of you.”>—Who- 
ever wil look for one moment on the means used 
at the present day to obtain money, must be con- 
vinced, who these are, alluded to in this text. It 
is by the feigned words of affection and love for the 
souls of men, andthe anxious regard for their im- 
mortal good, the salvation of souls; they succeed 
in emptying the pockets of the people. They 
make mere merchandise of souls, as though they 
can be bought or sold, for they tell us plainly the 
heathen caynot be saved without money. 

‘To say that these expressions of love for the 
souls of men, and of anxious desire for their eal- 
vation, are feigned words, will appear to many 
very uncharitable ; but we ask those who may 
thus think, to inquire how much these sout-loving 
men give, out of their own salaries, to save poor 
gouls from endless perdition—or whether they are 
willing to do the duties of Treasurer, Recording 


or Corresponding Secretary, read Proof Sheets of 


Religious Tracts, &c. &c. without taking compen- 
sation out of these funds, raised under the pre- 
tence of sending Bibles or Missionaries to save 
souls ; or whether they are willing to go into a 
neighboring town destitute of a minister, and 
preach a sabbath, or-deliver a lecture, without 
making a claim on the Missionary fund. When 
we find men claiming and receiving compensation 
for those pious services, in addition to their sala- 
ries, out of those funds they are replenishing from 
the almost exhausted pockets of their people, we 
have reason to believe, that “ by teigned words,” 

they are making merchandise of them. 

Leeman 

RELIGIOUS FALSEHOOD. 
[tis with astonishment we behold the mean and 
nce attempts which are made to stay the pro- 
gress of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. Sto- 
ries are got up and circulated with the greatest 
zeal, to operate on the minds of the weak and ig- 
norant, made the subject of conversation in reli- 





gious conferences, and the employment of Rey’ 


Divines. to goa from house fo house, and from 


False teachers are compared vicinity. 
If then, we would calmly Ellington, this gentleman was taken suddenly ill, 


and candidly look around us, we should find, under! and died alrnest immediately, in the most horrid 


.a pestilence. 





This story is now going 


By their fruits ye the rounds.—-A gentleman from Ellington sent 
It is the nature of the wolf for the Editor to preach in that town, in order to 


stop the progress of the religious revival in that 
That on the arrival of the Editor in 


state of mind. Some say, the gentleman came af- 
ter the Editor himself, and immediately on his re- 
turn home with the preacher, sickened and died. 
With this falsehood in their mouths, we find 
rlous MeN, going about, relating the wonderful 


cand righteous judgment of God against Universal- 


ism, and exhorting people to flee from it as from 
Our readers will be surprised on 
being informed, tbat this story, foolish as it as, has 
spread with the rapidity of lightniog, trom this 
highly favored City of Hartford, in all directions ; 

and is told with as much joy by the professors of 


religion, as they would feel on being assured of 
g 3 


their own salvation. 

The story is made out of this circumstance. — 
A gentleman in Ellington, who was 78 years ot 
age, and who has been occasionally afflicted with 
the gravel—or some complaint in the bladder, had 
an attack: of this disease, the Monday or Tuesday 
before the third Sabbath in this month, on which 
the Editor preached in Ellington. The disease 
terminated the existence of this aged man on said 
Sabbath, who experienced the mos: excrucialing 
pain, as is usual in such diseases. Mr. Holten, 
the person alluded to, has been a Universalist for 
many years, and if is believed that he died in the 
faith. This much we were informed by an eye 





witness, that when Mr. Brockway, the Minister 
of the parish, visited the family early on Sunday 


morning, (being sent for by Mrs. H. whois amem-. Se 
ber of his church,) that Mr. H avoided all con- 7% 


versation, and refused to answer any of Mr. b’s. 
questions. Whether this was in consequence of 
the excruciating pain under which he labored, oi 
whether he felt no inclination, in the last moments 
of life, to enter into a useless discussion of points 
often talked upon before, when his strength of 
body and mind were nearly exhausted, we know 
not. We believe the latter.—This much we say, 


iif our informant told the truth, there was no alarm, 


no agitation of mind with Mr. H. ; his anguish 
was bodily, the excruciating pain of the parts af- 


> fected. 


NOW BE IT KNOWN TO ALL ME 

That the Editor never knew that there was Sisath 
a person in existence as Mr. Holton, uatil his ar- 
rival in Ellington on Saturday evening, when he 
was informed by a friend of bis sickness, That 
he was invited as early as last May, to visit Elling- 
ton, but could not till the present month. He 
was called upon four weeks ago by a gentleman 
from that town, the request renewed, and an ap- 
pointment made on the third Sabbath in this month 





which was attended to. The person giving the 


invitation, did it at the joint request of a nu: mbex 
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of gentlemen, were mentioned 
particular. ‘ihe gentleman giving the tavitation, 
the Editor left alive and well, on the following 
YWonday morning, and the Editor hopes his friend 
will live to see all these pitiful measures recoil on 
the heads of their anthors. 

If these mean and despicable stories, are the 
only means lettto Calvinists to put down Unrver- 
zalism, they are to be pitied. ‘To be pitied, that 

he prejudices of their winds, the pride of educa 
tion, and the love of popularity, should lead them 
to oppose the truth, when there is no way left but 
by the propagation of falsehood ; and the Editor 
sincerely pities those clergymen who have no bet-| 
rer way to employ their time, than to run about | 
yropagating stores, which are too absurd for a inan 
of sease to believe. 

‘OH CALVINISM, hew art thou tallen. 


From the N. ¥. Gospel Heraid. 
2 CALVINISM STARK NAKED. 

rhe following ts extracted from the celebrated SaySreok 
Platform, whi I inay justly be cenominated the essence of 
‘blue-skin Calvinism!’ We rejoice that we can add, 
that it is growing so abominably detestable, even in the: 
opinion of its pretended admirers, that they are ashumed | 
‘ of iit 
6 rt. G. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of 
his clory, sone men and angels are predestinated unto ev- 

iasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting death. 
drt. 4. These angels and men, thus predestinated and 
foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed, 
42 and their s2amber is so certain and definite, that it cannot 
be increased, or diminished.” 

We declare, that we would not lay the weight of one of 
our fingers upon any man to coerce him to change his faith 
or worship. But we do declare, that we should be pleased, 
‘f Calvinistic Missionaries were obliged to wear the two 
irticles abovementioned, engraved upon a brass plate, upon 
their hats, in all their evangelical expeditions. ihe peo- 
ple would then learn, at once, the nature of their mission, 
and (he extent of their powers. For it seems, if we can 
helieve their own declaration, that they are to save those 
who cannot be damned ; and prevent the damnation of those | 
who cannot be saved! ! 221! 
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A practical Boxer.—One of the lower order of, 
Ranting Preachers, not many miles from Bolton, 
in the Moors, lately addressed his auditory in the 
following metaphorical language :—‘* I dare say, 


ner and Randall ; but you don’t like to pay for 
secing a pitched battle between me and Beelzebud. 
O! my friends, many a hard knock, and many a 
‘ross-buttock, have { given the black bruiser, for 
vourgakes! Pall, do pull off these gay garments 
of Mammon :-—Strike the Devil a straight blow, 
and darken his spiritual day-lights.—Hit him man- 
rally, and Vilbe your betile-holder. Lask nothing 
but the money, which [ hope you'll not forget be- 
fore yeu go.” Eng. Paper. 






Wisdom allows notbing to be good, that will not be so 
“yp ever; no man to be happy, but he that needs no other 
van Whathe bas within himself; no man to be vreat or 
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|a new fount of ‘Tyre, that they may be able to present the 
you'd al! pay to see a boxing match between Tur- | 
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Supposed to be spoken by a dy:nz Son to hus 


Weep not for me, mother! because i must die, 
And sink in death.’s coldness to rest ; 

Weep not for me, mother ! because death is nig 
I go to the home of ibe blest ! 


It is but a moment—a pang—and no morc, 
A struggle—and that to be tree ; 
Tis the spirit’s last look on a journey that? 
Oh, death has no terrors for me. 


' 
Us 


or 


5 ore? 


Weep not for me, mother! the Christian should fin; 
His frailties and fears to the wind ; 
But only in death, when his spirit takes winz 
Cuan he leave them behind. 

larewel to thee now—the mist thickens faust 
The cold hand is laid on my breast ; 

My moments are number’d—anothcer—the iast, 
I so to the house of the blest. 


) 


if 


Athenev 
—— 
TD) Chald’s Prayer for the Morning 
O God, | thank thee, that the night, 
In peace and rest hath pass’d away ; 
And that I see, in this fair light, 
My Father's smile, that makes it day 
Be thou my guide, and let me live 
As under thine all-seeing eve : 
Supply my wants, my sins forgive 
And make me happy when | die. 


Boston Intel 
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

The Publishers of the RetiGious lvavinen return thei 
thanks for the generous assistance they have received from 
the liberal and enlightened part of « ommunity, in dissemi- 
nating the knowledge of that truth, which delivers the 
mind from the yoke of superstition and bigotry. The pat- 
ronage which the INauIRER has received, has far exceed~ 
ed their most sanguine expectations, and has induced them 
to continue its publication. 
selieving that the present subscribers will continue thei 
patronage, and that more extensive subscriptions may be 
obtained in many towns in this state, where, as yet, the 
paper is but little known ; the Publishers have purchased 


<d Volume of the Inquirer, in a more handsome form, and 
at the same time containing more matter. 

The price to subscribers will be the same—Onr Dot 
LAR per annum, payable m advance.—Those gentlemen 
who have acted as agents, are requested to continue their 
agency. And allsubscribers who wish to discontinue the 
paper, will please tomake known through the agents, or 
directly to this office, such intention. All who do not sig- 
nify their wishes to discontinue their papers, previous te 





issuing of the first No. of Vol, 2, in November next, will be 
considered as subscribers, and the 2d Vol. will be forward- 
ed accordingly.—A prospectus will be sent ina few daye 


to the Agents for the Inquirer, for the purpose of obtaining 
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net master of ho+ self —Seneca 
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